Government of West Bengal
Department of Higher Education
University Branch
Bikash Bhavan, 6th Floor, Bidhannagar, Kolkata — 700 091

No.578 (4)-Edn(U)/HED-12016(21)/5/2018-UNV SEC-Dept. of HE Date: 27.04.2026

From: Assistant Secretary to the Government of West Bengal

To: 1. The Commissioner of School Education, West Bengal ,
2. DPI, West Bengal
3. DTE, West Bengal
4. RegighsL........ ..o (All Universities)

Subject: Request to alert the students regarding verification of Educational
Institutions (HEISs) to avoid admission in the Fake Universities- regarding

Sir/ Madam,

Enclosed please find herewith a copy of F.No. 7- 3/2012(AMPC) dated 09.04.2026 of the
Secretary, University Grants Commission, received through the Chief Secretary, Government of
West Bengal along with enclosures on the subject noted above, which speaks for itself.

I am directed to request you to take necessary action for dissemination of the information
as mentioned in the UGC's letter widely among students, parents.

Yours faithfully,
Enclo: As stated (Y)ﬂ
nclo: As s \_
. Assistant Secretary
No.578 (4)/1(3)-Edn (U)/HED-12016(21)/5/2018-UNV SEC-Dept. of HE  Date: 27.04.2026
Copy forwarded for information to:

I. OSD to the Chief Secretary to Government of West Bengal (email: undersec@gmail.com)
w.r.t. his Memo No.2215-OSD dated 11.04.2026.
. Anti Mal Practice Cell (AMPC), University Grants Commission (email:ugcampe@gmail.com)
. Sr. P.S. to the Add. Chief Secretary of this Department
(Y

Assistant Secretary
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Kindly find attached herewith the UGC letter, which is self-explanatory ;
With Regards
Anti Mal Practice Cell (AMPC)
University Grants Commission
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The Principal Secretary

Deptt Of Higher Education
Government of West Bangal

6th Floor Bikash bawan, Salt Lake
Vidhan Nagar Sector-2

Kolkata 700091

Subject Request to alert the students regarding verification of Higher Educational Institutions (HEls) to
avoid admission in the Fake Universities-reg.

Respected Madam/Sir,

Ir conninuation to this office letter of even number dated 30 June 2025 on the subject cited abave (copy enclosed) it
15 nformed that the University Grants Commission (UGC) publishes Public Notice every year related to self- styled
universities/educational Institutions and regularly updates the list of fake universities/unrecognized institutions on its
official website This initiative 1s aimed at creating awareness among students, parents. and other stakehaolders
advising 'hem not to seek admission in such self-styled universities/educational Institutions. as doing so may
seriously jeopardize their academic and professional future

~s 'he admission process for the Academic Session 2026-2027 is currently underway. it has been observed that a
considerable number of students. particularly at school level. continue to fall victim to misleading claims made by
se/f-stylea self-styled universitiesieducational Institutions In this regard, early-stage awareness and preventive
measures are crucial to safequarding students' interests

In this context. the UGC seeks the valuable support of the Departments of Higher & Technical Education of all States/
UTs and request you to 1ssue necessary instructions to all education Boards and schools under your jurisdiction tc
Jndenake the following actions

-

1 Inform and counsel students of classes X and Xll. along with their parents/guardians, about the risks
associated with self- styled universities/feducational Institutions

2 Advise students to verify the recognition status of Higher Educational Institutions (HEls) from the official UGC
website, www ugc gov in by visiting the "HEIs" tab in the main menu of the UGC website

3 Display the UGC Public Notice dated 18" March, 2025 prominently on school notice boards and disseminate
it through school websites, circulars. and parent- teacber meetings

In this regard. UGC has made a short video to protect students from falling into the trap of self-styled educational
institutions/universities The link for the same is as under

https:/idrive.google.com/drive/folders/13 IbOT7cyPPF6p4KLUgST2VEBscBnbAp?usp=drive link

Your kind cooperation is solicited for the wider dissemination of the above to all the HEI's, School Boards and also
on Social Medica Platforms to save the future of the students

With regards
Yours Sincerely

(wfer Srefh)

-1;'r{7:n?:;!;7 um, 7z fZ#A-1 10002 | Bohodur Shoh Zalor Marg, New Delhi- 110002
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University Grants Commission

GIEEAGER: LG
It is hereby brought to the notice of students, parents and the general Public that degree
can be awarded only by Universities/Institution which are established under a State Act,

or Central Act or Provincial Act or institution, empowered to confer or grant degrees as
per UGC Act, 1956.

However, it has come to the notice of UGC that a number of institutions are offering
degrees in contrary to the provision of the UGC Act. Degrees awarded by such
universities/institutions shall neither be recognized nor valid for higher education and
employment purposes.

Hence, all concerned are requested to check the UGC website: www.ugc.ac.in  for
information about recognized universities/institutions as well as fake institutions befare
taking admission in any institution for higher education. Further, if any
university/institution is offering academic programmes in contravention of the UGC Act,
the same may also be brought to the notice of UGC via email to ugcampc@gmait.com so
that appropriate action can be taken against sugh institutions. :

For more information, please see the following link:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13_IbOT7cyPPF6p4KLUQST2VE8sc8nbAp?u
sp=drive_link 2
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It is hereby brought to the notice of students, parents and the general Public that
degree can be awarded only by Universities/Institution which are established under
a State Act, or Central Act or Provincial Act or institution, empowered to confer or

grant degrees as per UGC Act, 1956.

However, it has come to the notice of UGC that a number of institutions are
offering degrees in contrary to the provision of the UGC Act. Degrees awarded by
such universities/institutions shall neither be recognized nor valid for higher

education and employment purposes.

Hence, all concerned are requested to check the UGC website: www.ugc.ac.in for
information about recognized universities/institutions as well as fake institutions
before taking admission in any institution qu higher education. Further, if any
university/institution is offering academic programmes in contravention of. the ‘UGC
Act, the same may also be brought to the notice of UGC via email to
ugcampc@gmail.com so that appropriate action can be taken against such

institutions.
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D. O. No. F. 7-322012(AMPC) : 9 HTHTE, 1947/30 fane, 2025

Subject: Awareness Campaign on Fake Universities and Verification of ODL/Online
Programmes

Respected Madam/Sir.

As you may be aware, the University Grants Commission (L.GC) regularly updates ihe fiso o0 Take
universities on its oflicial website and advises State Governments 1o take appropriate action aginst
unauthorized institutions operating within their jurisdiction. UGC also issues Public sotices to caution
students about enrolling in Programmes offered under Open & Distance Learning (O] ) and Oniine
[.eaming modes.

In this regard. vou are requested to inform all education boards in your State te remain vigilant and
to advise students as under - “

. To verify the credentials of Higher Educational Institutions (JiFis) thoach e
official website of UGC (www.uge.gov.in) before applying for admission.

3 Students who are interested for admission in ODL and Online Programmes. mis cnsure
the following:

o Confirm the recognition status of the HEI fordhe relevant academic session e ihe | 00 -DEB
website: https://deb.uge.ac.n. .

o Verily programme details on the HEL's officral \'-ehsnc

¢ Beaware ol the list of prohibited programmes and the ban on franchising armangzemc.ns

o Ensure that all ODL activities are being conducted within the permissible Territorial
Jurisdiction.

This initiative aims 1o:

+ Raise awareness among students, parents, and stakcholders
o Prevent admissions into unrecognized or fake universitics
o Protect students” academic and prolessional futures

You are. therefore. requested to disseminale this important information widely @oon 2 crigenvidors
vour State to safeguard the students from falling prey 10 fraudulent institutions.

qlax.
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